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Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . The amendment of 1 1/28/05 has been considered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 
The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. As per claim 23. 

line 2 of the claim states "at least either one of..." but only gives one option, 
labeled "(ii) first ..." which is confusing. 



Specification 

3. The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly 
indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

4. Claims 1,13, 14, 25, 26 are allowable. 

5. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: 

As per Claim 1. 

The prior art of record, specifically Visconti (6,876,973) in view of Waytena 
(5,978,770), does not disclose or fairly teach: 

an alternative event information outputting section for outputting first alternative 
event information on an event substituting for said reservation-needed service; 

a reservation managing section for selectively reading out said store information 
retained in said retaining section and said first alternative event information outputted 
from said alternative event information outputting section on the basis of said desired 
service or desired event received in said receiving section; 
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a transmitting section for transmitting, through a communication network to said 
user terminal, at least one of said store information and said first alternative event 
information read out in said reservation managing section; 

wherein said reservation managing section, when receiving a reservation from 
the user terminal updates the store information retained in said retaining section, 
thereby completing the reservation, and 

wherein said transmitting section, when the reservation is completed by said 
reservation managing section, transmits, to the user terminal, second alternative event 
information, which is different from the reservation-needed service and the first 
alternative event information and is practicable for a user of the user terminal. 

As per Claim 13. 

The prior art of record, specifically Visconti (6,876,973) in view of Waytena 
(5,978,770), does not disclose or fairly teach: 

an alternative event information outputting section for outputting alternative event 
information on an event substituting for said reservation-needed service; 

a reservation managing section for selectively reading out said store information 
retained in said retaining section and said alternative event information outputted from 
said alternative event information outputting section on the basis of said desired service 
or desired event received in said receiving section; 

a transmitting section for transmitting, through a communication network to said 
user terminal, at least one of said store information and said first alternative event 
information read out in said reservation managing section; 

an other reservation notifying section which outputs, to said transmitting section, 
reservation information of a reservation-needed event which needs reservation, out of 
the alternative event information output from said alternative event information 
outputting section; 

wherein said other reservation information notifying section outputs, to said 
transmitting section, practicable alternative event information, out of the alternative 
event information, as practicable event information; 

wherein said other reservation information notifying section is made to extract a 
longest event taking a maximum performance time among events, included in said 
alternative event information, on the basis of an event end time obtained by adding said 
waiting time to a performance time to be taken for each of said events, for including the 
extracted longest event in said practicable event information. 

As per Claim 14. 

The prior art of record, specifically Visconti (6,876,973) in view of Waytena 
(5,978,770), does not disclose or fairly teach: 

an alternative event information outputting section for outputting first alternative 
event information on an event substituting for said reservation-needed service; 

a reservation managing section for selectively reading out said store information 
retained in said retaining section and said alternative event information outputted from 
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said alternative event information outputting section on the basis of said desired service 
or desired event received in said receiving section; 

a transmitting section for transmitting, through a communication network to said 
user terminal, at least one of said store information and said first alternative event 
information read out in said reservation managing section; 

an other reservation notifying section which outputs, to said transmitting section, 
reservation information of a reservation-needed event which needs reservation, out of 
the alternative event information output from said alternative event information 
outputting section; 

wherein said other reservation information notifying section outputs, to said 
transmitting section, practicable alternative event information, out of the alternative 
event information, as practicable event information; 

wherein said other reservation information notifying section is made to extract a 
longest event taking a maximum performance time among events, included in said 
alternative event information, on the basis of an event end time otrained by adding said 
waiting time to a performance time to be taken for each of said events, for including the 
extracted longest event in said practicable event information and outputting the longest 
event included in said practicable event information. 

As per Claim 25. 

The prior art of record, specifically Visconti (6,876,973) in view of Waytena 
(5,978,770), does not disclose or fairly teach: 

a reservation server for outputting at least either one of (i) store information 
including a reservation-needed service requiring reservation and a reservation 
information of said reservation-needed service and (ii) first alternative event information 
on an event substituting for said reservation-needed service to said user terminal, 
including: 

an alternative event information outputting section for outputting first alternative 
event information; 

a reservation managing section for selectively reading out said store information, 
retained in said retaining section, and said first alternative event information, outputted 
from said alternative event information outputting section on the basis of the desired 
service of desired event received in said first receiving section; 

wherein said reservation managing section updates the store information 
retained in said retaining section, thereby accepting a reservation request from a user of 
the user terminal, and 

wherein said first transmitting section, when the reservation is accepted by said 
reservation managing section, transmits second alternative event information, which is 
different from the reservation-needed service and the first alternative event information 
and is practicable for a user of the user terminal. 

As per Claim 26. 

The prior art of record, specifically Visconti (6,876,973) in view of Waytena 
(5,978,770), does not disclose or fairly teach: 
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a first transmitting step in which a reservation server transmits, to a user terminal 
at least one store information including a reservation-needed service requiring 
reservation and a reservation information of said reservation-needed service and first 
alternative event information on an event substituting for said reservation-needed 
service; 

a selecting step in which said reservation server selects at least one of said store 
information and said first alternative event information on said event substituting for said 
reservation-needed service, on the basis of the desired service or desired event 
transmitted in said reserving step; 

a second transmitting step in which said reservation server transmits, to said 
user terminal, said store information or first alternative information selected by said 
selecting step; 

a reservation accepting step in which the reservation server accepts a 
reservation from a user of the user terminal, when the user makes a reservation based 
on the store information and the first alternative event information transmitted in said 
second transmitting step; and 

a third transmitting step for transmitting, to said user terminal, second alternative 
event information, which is different from said reservation-needed service and the first 
alternative event information and is practicable for the user. 

The claims that depend from the above allowable claims are allowable for the 
same reasons. 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thomas A. Dixon whose telephone number is (571) 
272-6803. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Thursday 6:30 - 4:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Hayes can be reached on (571) 272-6708. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Thomas A. Dixon 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3639 
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